Botetourt County, Virginia Celebrates Lewis & Clark Connection
On Saturday, November 3, 2012 at 3:00 pm on the front lawn of the Botetourt County Courthouse in Fincastle, Virginia, citizens and distinguished guests will join together to honor the strong ties that Meriwether Lewis and William Clark have to Botetourt County. The focus of the event will be the dedication of a National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Lewis & Clark Disk, especially crafted to commemorate the occasion. The disk will be a permanent reminder of the great historic legacy the two explorers have with the county and is only the second NOAA commemorative disk to be installed in the Commonwealth of Virginia - the first being at Monticello. Its scientific use is to conduct a National Geodetic Survey (NGS) over an eight hour scan that collects data such as latitude, longitude, and elevation of the Earth’s surface, then feeds this information to the Online Positioning User Service (OPUS). Positional information has many scientific and engineering applications such as establishing property boundaries, constructing buildings and bridges, and ensuring the safe passage of ships. * 

The Botetourt gathering in November 2012 fittingly replicates a similar event in the courthouse square on January 8, 1807, when William Clark returned to Fincastle after the great Expedition. On that date, he was given a welcome address by the citizens and the very first sentence demonstrated his close connection to the community and surrounding area. ” Sentiments of esteem and gratitude induce us to offer you our sincere congratulations upon your safe return to the bosom of your country.” This relationship was thought to have begun through the friendship established by Lewis & Clark with their former Army buddy, Billy Preston of Greenfield Plantation. Later, Clark married Judith Hancock of Fincastle, and after her death, Judith’s first cousin, Harriet Kennerly Radford, also of Fincastle. These prominent connections to Botetourt County are just a few of many that the installation of the NOAA commemorative disk pays tribute to. 

The NOAA disk was made possible through a matching gift offer from the Lewis & Clark Trust, Inc. and a coalition of government and historical groups who paid the purchase price balance. Following a ceremony that includes speakers who are nationally known Lewis & Clark historians, the disk will be unveiled for the public to view. This will be followed by a public reception and Lewis & Clark exhibit at the Botetourt Museum located behind the courthouse. 

Representatives from the National Park Service, the Lewis and Clark Trust, Inc., the Southern Shenandoah Valley Branch of Preservation Virginia and national and locally elected officials will be on hand to help celebrate the historic occasion in the Shenandoah Valley region. Master of Ceremonies will be the Honorable Judge Malfourd (Bo) Trumbo. The VMI Color Guard and Pipe Band will participate along with local Boy and Girl Scout Troops and other community groups. Headliners will be speakers Peyton C. (Bud) Clark, and Stephenie Ambrose Tubbs.

